
 
The following map shows the crown lands in the area or Belledune and the various 
leases in effect.  
 

 
 
As stated in section 3.1, the Mineral Branch of the Department of Natural Resources is 
presently promoting Belledune on the international market for the excavation and the 
export of bedrock aggregates. According to DNR, the potential of Belledune and the 
surrounding region for high-quality aggregate represents about 2 billions tons. Since the 
Village of Belledune cannot regulate this industry under the Quarriable Substances Act, 
it must rely on the Minister of Natural Resource to ensure that any quarry is operated 
within the limits prescribed by this Rural Plan.  That being said, it must be reminded that 
if the Crown or an agent thereof is exempted from compliance with the Community 
Planning Act, a person is not exempted by reason only of the fact that the land is owed 
by the Crown. Section 96 of the Community Planning Act requires that any person 
undertaking a development on any land, building or structure owned by the Crown must 
comply with the provisions contained in the Community Planning Act and any regulation 
thereof.  
 
In response to the CLURE Report, the Province has been working on a provincial policy 
to regulate the activities of pits and quarries. This policy has not been adopted yet but 
will apply to all public and private lands when it comes into force. This policy will institute 
a universal system of permitting and standards throughout the province.  
 
The future use of the site is also a source of concern in many communities. Often, the 
site is abandoned without any rehabilitation work. The site may be dangerous and 
unsightly. Restoration should be recognized as an integral part of the process and 
should be included in pre-excavation planning. This includes smoothing and contouring 
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slope, replacing subsoil and topsoil, and re-vegetating. Progressive restoration should 
be done on depleted section of the pit while extraction is continuing in other sections.  

Policies and proposals: 
 
It is proposed that pits and quarries only be permitted within Rural Type 1- RU 1 Zone 
and within the Industrial Type 2- IND 2 Zone. 
 
The Village of Belledune intends to adhere to more stringent rules and guidelines than in 
the past to ensure that the operation of pits and quarries will be done in a manner to: 
 

 Protect and enhance the resource in the short and the long-term; 

 Prevent the destruction of land that could be used for other purposes and 
contribute to the expansion of the village; 

 Minimize adverse impacts on the population and on the environment. 

The Village of Belledune intends to better regulate and supervise the operation of pits 
and quarries. For example, Council shall require that all existing and future operations 
obtain an annual permit.  
 
The Village of Belledune intends to ensure that all new and existing pits and quarries 
shall comply with the zoning provisions concerning excavation. 
 
It is proposed that excavations be subject to standards to protect adjacent properties 
and populations: slopes of the excavation, excavation under the water table, minimum 
setback from other properties, buildings and structures, etc.  
 
It is proposed that setback distance be established between the excavations and other 
urban functions, uses and activities.   
 
It is proposed that the owner or the operator of an excavation in a Rural Zone shall 
deposit a bond or other financial guarantee with the Village of Belledune. This bond or 
guarantee shall be returned after the excavation has finished and the site has been 
rehabilitated at the satisfaction of the local authorities. The size of the excavation will 
determine the value of the bond or guarantee as provided in the zoning provisions. 
 

11.4 Top Soil Removal 

Issue: 
 
Despite the fact that Belledune is one of the few farming communities that remain in 
Northeast New-Brunswick, many acres of farmland are at risk since it is a common 
practice by contractors to mine and to purchase topsoil from farmers and owners of 
fallow land. This type of practice contributes to reduce the farming potential of Belledune 
and the Province in general. 
 
In addition, this practice may become a source of nuisance for nearby properties and 
may negatively impact the natural environment.  For example, surface run-off water will 
increase sedimentation in watercourses running at proximity. In many cases, it creates 
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dust problems and it could take a long period of time before the vegetation is back. It 
also represents an eyesore that affects the neighbours and the community.  
 
The Province of New-Brunswick has enacted the TopSoil Preservation Act. The 
enforcement of this legislation lies in the hands of the Department of Environment. 
However, this legislation is not receiving the level of attention it deserves from the 
provincial authority and several acres of top soils in the province continue to be tilled and 
mined each year. 

Policies and Proposals 
 
The Village of Belledune intends to require from the provincial authority that the 
legislation concerning top soil removal be strictly adhered to.  
 

11.5 Forestry  

Issue 
 
According to Rowe (1972), the vegetation contained within the limits of the village falls in 
the Temiscouata-Restigouche section of the Great Lakes-St Lawrence Forest region. 
The two other major forest regions found in northern New Brunswick are the Acadian 
Forest and the Boreal Forest. The Protected Natural Area (PNA) of the Jacquet River 
Gorges would be comprised in the Acadian Forest Region. The Chaleur Uplands fall in 
the Temiscouata-Restigouche section of the Great Lake-St. Lawrence Forest region.  
 
 

 
The Chaleur Uplands are characterized by a great variety of hardwood and softwood.  
Forest production and forestry-related activities constitute the single largest land use of 
the Chaleur Uplands. Despite the fact that several mills have closed or modified their 
operations over the past few years, the pulp and paper industry and numerous sawmills 
operating in the area depend on the resource.  
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The forest is closely related to the local economy of Belledune serving the forestry 
industry and the recreotourism industry among others. Some practices adversely affect 
the values of an increasing number of users and residents. Commercial, recreational, 
aesthetical (landscape), cultural and spiritual values are closely related to the forest. 
Because the forest is occupied, used and harvested by various people having opposite 
values, policies need to be enacted by the provincial government to ensure that it is 
shared with equity between its various users. Clear cutting also has impacts on the 
natural environment (soil erosion and desiccation, sedimentation of streams and lakes, 
adverse impact on fauna, release of mercury in water also transmitted in the food chain, 
etc). On the other side, clear cutting activities have positive impacts since it allows the 
forest to rejuvenate by simulating natural disturbance regimes. Many foresters have 
argued that clear cutting is an adequate method of harvesting trees as it mimics natural 
disturbance. For other, removing all the trees from a forest has a negative impact on that 
ecosystem. 

A large portion of the territory inside and outside the village's limits will be fully protected 
as part of the designation of the Jacquet River Gorge as a Protected Natural Area. This 
area covers 26,026 hectares. 71% of the land area is fully protected as of now. In the 
remaining area (7,597 hectares), the forestry activities will be phased out by the year 
2012. A small portion of the PNA is located within the limits of the Village of Belledune. 
  
In New Brunswick, all facilities for the commercial processing or treatment of timber 
resources shall be registered under EIA except for the following facilities: fuel wood 
(except maple sugaries), shingle mills and sawmills producing less than 100,000 foot 
board measure annually.  In New Brunswick, clear cutting activities are not subject to 
any EIA review. The only restriction that applies to cutting activities concerns the 30 
metres buffer zone along watercourses where they must adhere to more stringent 
harvesting techniques in order to ensure protection of these environmental features. 
These would be drafted through DNR for crown lands and DENV for private lands. In the 
case of watershed providing drinking water to a community, the buffer zone is extended 
to 75 metres.  As a consequence, a significant number of private wood lots have been 
extensively harvested (clear cutting) around the province and the Village of Belledune is 
no exception.  
 
That being said, the forestry industry is a major employer in the village and in the region 
despite the closure of some major mills over the past few months. A large-scale sawmill 
was built a few years ago within the industrial park.  
 
The CLURE report addressed Forestry with respect to the sustainable use of the forest 
on private wood lots. No final policy has been adopted yet by the provincial government. 
CLURE recommended an approach based on public education, on financial incentives 
and on regulations. The main recommendations can be summarised as follow: 
 

 Identification and classification of forest land suitable for multiple uses; 

 Development of a code of practice on forestry resource management; 

 Development of a comprehensive policy on sustainable forestry management 
based on a consultative and consensus building approach; 
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 Development of a smaller scales pilot projects to determine if concepts such as 
the Fundy Model Forest are applicable to smaller wood lots on a practical basis; 
and 

 Regulation (licensing) of cutting contractors. 

Policies and Proposals 
 
The Village of Belledune recognizes the economic opportunities and benefits associated 
with forestry activities and will permit the optimal exploitation of the forest within existing 
provincial guidelines. At the same time, the village will encourage the sustainable 
development of the forest and will encourage forestry initiatives to regenerate the forest.  
 
The Village of Belledune is in the opinion that the Chaleur Region Standing Committee 
on Economy and Sustainable Development should be mandated to review forestry 
practices (including clear cutting activities) and to suggest best management practices 
taking into consideration the industry, the users and the population in general.   
 
It is proposed that small-scale wood yards containing less than 20 cords of wood and 
small-scale sawmills producing less than 2,000 board feet of lumber per day be 
permitted within rural zones subject to the standards contained in the zoning provisions. 
However, such uses in the RU-2 zone constitute a particular purpose subject to review 
by the Planning Commission due to the presence of residential zones and subdivisions 
at proximity.  
 
It is proposed that medium-scale sawmills (between 2,000 and 5,000 board feet per day) 
and large-scale sawmills (over 5,000 board feet per day) within the Rural Zone shall be 
subject to rezoning procedures under the provisions of section 39 of the Community 
Planning Act. 
 
It is proposed that wood yards and sawmills of all scales be permitted within the 
industrial zones. 
 
It is proposed that wood-yards containing more than 10 cords of wood and sawmills be 
strictly prohibited within any Residential or Mixed zones.  
 



12.0 HERITAGE BUILDING AND SITE OF HISTORICAL OR 
ARCHEOLOGICAL INTEREST 

Issue 
 
The following bits of history have been collected by a citizen of Belledune whose name 
is unknown.  
 
The first land grant was issued to Lieutenant David Coutts in 1787. However, he did not 
settle here in the Jacquet River area. The first permanent settler in the Jacquet River 
area was James Angus Doyle who arrived in 1790 and filed his claim in 1821. He, at that 
time, was the only settler between Bathurst and Campbelton. He married Marie Savoie 
and their descendents were known as the ''French Doyles''. Belledune's first settler was 
François Guitard who received his land grant of 320 acres in 1825 and became the first 
permanent settler.  The people who settled here were Scottish immigrants from the Isle 
of Arran Prudence.  
 
Like most coastal communities did, the land was subdivided with lots fronting on the 
Baie of Chaleur and extending inland.  The first road in the area was a path along the 
water's edge. The first ''Great Road'' was built around 1830. The first post office was 
opened in Belledune in 1868. 
 
The first Roman Catholic Church in the Belledune area was a chapel built on Belledune 
Point in 1830. In 1890, land was given by Allen Hodgins to build the first Protestant 
Church. This little church still stands by the bay. Saint Gabriel's Church was built in 
Jacquet River in 1893. A little church called ''The Meeting Place'' was built in 1860. All 
denominations held services there.  
 
The first store was built in Belledune in 1868 and in Jacquet River in 1885. In the early 
1840's, schools were built. The ''White School'' in Jacquet River and the ''Lower 
Belledune School'' were probably the first. In 1901, the first Bank of Nova Scotia was 
opened in Jacquet River. In 1885, a railway station was built in Jacquet River. It was the 
first in the area. As well, there were two hotels in the area. The Barclay Hotel was built in 
1831 and the Doyle Hotel was built in 1890. 
 
A lighthouse was built at Roherty's Point in 1866. It was replaced in 1906 by a larger 
one. The Roherty family were the keepers of the lighthouse during its entire existence 
until 1972.   
 
Dr. Kate McMillan became the first doctor in Jacquet River. At the beginning of the 
century, there were many businesses and occupations. Farming and fishing played 
major roles in the new community. Other establishments were: 
 

 Numerous sawmills 

 A lath mill 

 A fish packing plant 

 A lobster factory 
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 A spool factory 

 A carding mill. 

 
Several portions of the Belledune shoreline contain interesting palaeontologist sites, 
showing deposits and fossils, with a particular richness of invertebrate fossils of the 
Silurian period. The most significant deposits are found in the area of Quinn Point and 
Armstrong Brook, in the vicinity of the train station, at Chapel Point and at Hendry Brook. 
 
Parks Canada has prepared a valuable guide that proposes ‘’Standards and Guidelines 
for the Conservation of Historical Places in Canada’’. The primary purpose of the guide 
is to provide sound, practical guidance to achieve good conservation practices.  

Policies and proposals: 
 
Although, no heritage properties have been identified in the community, the Village of 
Belledune recognizes the importance of preserving historic places that could exist in the 
community. The village supports principles and practices that encourage the long-term 
conservation of the historic places, including archaeological sites, historic landscapes, 
buildings and engineering works.  
 
It is recommended that the Village of Belledune conduct a feasibility study to determine if 
the presence of numerous palaeontologist sites represent an opportunity in term of 
sustainable development and could be integrated as part of its ecotourism development 
strategy. The NB Museum, under the direction of Dr. Randy Miller, is responsible for 
making a list of fossil sites in the province. 
 
It is proposed that the Village conduct an inventory of existing properties and buildings 
that have significant architectural or historical value. William Hicks of the Culture and 
Sport Secretariat is in charge of the historic place section. 
 
Two archaeological sites have been located by the Heritage Branch within the limits of 
the village of Belledune. These sites have been flagged by the planning department. 
However, their exact location cannot be disclosed under section 7.2 of Historic Sites 
Protection Act.  

12.1 Design, Character and Appearance of properties, buildings and 
structures 

Issue: 
 
The Village of Belledune is looking to work with the community in general to improve the 
appearance of properties.  Council has adopted a by-law respecting dangerous or 
unsightly premises.  
 
Also, the Community Planning Act empowers municipalities to enact zoning dispositions 
respecting the design and the appearance of buildings and structures. Other zoning 
dispositions affect the appearance of properties such as the placement, the height and 
the maintenance of fence, walls, hedges, shrubs, trees and other objects.  
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The Community Planning Act also empowers Council to include zoning provisions that 
''require the improvement, removal or demolition of any building or structure that, in the 
opinion of the Council, is dilapidated, dangerous or unsightly, and empower the council 
to improve, remove or demolish such building or structure at the expense of the owner or 
to acquire the parcel of land on which such building or structure is situated''.  

Policies and proposals: 
 
The Village of Belledune intends to include zoning provisions geared toward the 
appearance and the general maintenance of properties, buildings and structures.  
 



13.0  RECREATIONAL VEHICLES 

Issue 
 
There has been an increasing trend over the past few years in the Chaleur Region and 
in the whole province to install and use recreational vehicles along the shoreline either 
on a vacant lot or contiguous to a house or a cottage. In some cases, the lot is occupied 
by a single recreational vehicle. In other cases, there could be several vehicles in a 
cluster. In many cases, the recreational vehicles are not connected to an adequate 
sewage system. In order to better regulate this increasing activity, many municipalities of 
the Chaleur Region have enacted zoning regulations to control the number of vehicles 
and other dispositions. 

Policies and Proposals: 
 
The Village of Belledune intends to regulate the installation of recreational vehicles on 
properties along the Bay of Chaleurs and that are used as seasonal dwellings for the 
summer. 
 
It is proposed to regulate the installation and the use of recreational vehicles in the Rural 
zones, in the Residential zones and in the Mixed zones along the Bay of Chaleurs in 
accordance with the zoning dispositions.  
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PART C : ZONING PROVISIONS 
 

ADMINISTRATION 

Section 1: Zoning Map and Interpretation 

1(1) The Zoning Map included in Schedule ‘’A’’, titled “Village of Belledune 
Zoning Map” and dated September 2007 is the zoning map designated for 
the Rural Plan of the Village of Belledune.  

1(2) In this By-law: 

-A- 
''ABUT'' means having access thereto directly. 
 
''ACCESSORY BUILDING'' means a detached building permanently affixed to the 
ground and located on the same lot as an existing main use, building or structure, 
the use of which is clearly incidental or subordinate to that of the main use, building 
or structure.  Accessory building shall not be used for human habitation and shall 
not include vehicle, trailer, semi trailer or freight container unless otherwise 
provided. 
 
''ACCESSORY STRUCTURE'' means a detached structure permanently affixed to 
the ground and located on the same lot as an existing main use, building or 
structure, the use of which is clearly incidental or subordinate to that of the main 
use, building or structure.  Accessory structure shall not be used for human 
habitation and shall not include vehicle, trailer, semi trailer or freight container 
unless otherwise provided. 
 
''ACT'' means the Community Planning Act, Chapter C-12; 
 
''AGGREGATE'' means gravel, sand, clay, shale, earth, stone, limestone, 
sandstone, marble, granite, rock other than metallic ore. 
 
''AGRICULTURAL USE'' means the use of a tract of at least five contiguous 
acres for agricultural purposes, including farming, dairying, pasturage, apiculture, 
horticulture, floriculture, viticulture, and cattle and poultry husbandry but definitely 
exclude the breeding of pigs and fur bearing animals and the spreading of pig 
and hog manure. The sale on the premises of produce grown or raised on the 
premises is permitted. Agricultural use includes a one-unit dwelling occupied by 
the operator of the farm.  
 
''AISLE'' means the area used by motor vehicles for access to and from all off-
street parking spaces, but does not include an access or egress driveway.  
 
''ALLEY'' means a private way permanently reserved as a secondary means of 
access to abutting property.  
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''ALTER'' means, as applied to a building or structure or part thereof, a change 
or rearrangement in the structural parts or in the means of egress; or as an 
enlargement, whether by extending on a side or by increasing in height; or the 
moving from one location or position to another. The words altered or alteration 
shall have the corresponding meanings. 
 
''ANIMAL ENCLOSURE'' means, for the purpose of this By-law, an area 
completely enclosed by a fence or a solid wall within which one or more horses 
can be confined. 
 
''ANIMAL FEEDLOT'' means any lot, building or combination of continuous lots 
or buildings intended for the feeding, breeding, raising or holding of animals and 
specifically designed as a confinement area where manure may accumulate. 
 

-B- 
 
''BED AND BREAKFAST'' means an establishment in a private dwelling that 
supplies temporary accommodations and meals to transient travellers but does 
not include a boarding house, a rooming house, a hotel, a motel or an inn. 
 
''BODY SHOP'' means any lot, building or structure used for the painting or 
repairing of the exterior and/or undercarriage of motor vehicle bodies, but shall 
not include a salvage or wrecking yard, a scrap yard or a junk yard. All body shop 
shall be equipped with certified ventilators and emission control systems 
approved by the Province in order to prevent the release of exhaust and fume in 
the atmosphere. Furthermore, the disposal of liquid wastes, such as paints, 
primers and solvents shall be done through an operator approved by the 
Province.  
 
''BUFFER'' means an area of land, including landscaping, berm, walls, fences 
and building setbacks, that is located between land uses of different character 
and is intended to mitigate negative impacts of the more intense use on the 
adjacent lot or street right-of-way. 
 
''BUILDING'' means an edifice permanently affixed to the ground, having solid 
walls and covered by a roof, which is used or intended as a shelter for persons, 
animals, chattels or property. 
 

-C- 
 
''CAMPGROUND'' means an area of land, managed as a unit, providing short 
term accommodations for tents and recreational vehicles and licensed by the 
Province under the Tourist Establishment Regulation – Tourism Development 
Act.  
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''CAMPSITE'' means a plot of ground measuring at least 6 metres by 12 metres 
and intended for the exclusive occupancy of a maximum of one (1) recreational 
vehicle and one (1) tent. 
 
''CAR SALES LOT'' means a lot where motor vehicles are stored or displayed 
for the purpose of sale or hire only.  
 
''CENTRE LINE'' means a line drawn parallel to and equidistant from the street 
lines that delineate the street right-of-way.  
 
''COMMON WALL'' means a vertical wall separating two dwellings units above 
and below grade, mutually common to both dwelling units and where the 
common wall constitutes at least 50% of the vertical and horizontal plane 
between two adjacent units.  
 
''COMMUNITY PLACEMENT RESIDENTIAL FACILITY'' means a group home, 
a residence or a residential centre as defined in Regulation 83-77 of the Province 
of New-Brunswick, entitled ''Community Placement Residential Facilities 
Regulation-Family Services Act. 
 
''CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS'' means construction and demolition debris material 
accepted by the department of Environment which can be disposed of pursuant 
to the Guidelines for the Siting and Operation of a Class 1 Land Reclamation Site 
Utilizing Construction and Demolition Debris or pursuant to the Guidelines for the 
Siting and Operation of a Class 2 Land Reclamation Site utilizing construction 
and demolition debris from the demolition of a residential or small commercial 
building.  
 
''CONTRACTOR YARD'' means the portion of the yard of any general contractor 
or builder where equipment and materials used for the business are stored. For 
the purpose of this definition, the sale of materials and equipments is prohibited 
in a contractor yard.  
 
''CORRAL'' means an animal enclosure used for the regular confinement of 
horses. 
 
''COTTAGE'' means a small vacation dwelling in the countryside, used for 
vacations, getaways or as a summer home. 
 
''COTTAGE ESTABLISHMENT'' means a tourist establishment composed of two 
or more cottage owned and leased by the same person. 
 
''COUNCIL'' means the Municipal Council of the Village of Belledune. 
 

-D- 
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''DAY-CARE CENTER'' means any child care facility which provides temporary 
care, day or night, to children who are not of common parentage between them 
and with the operator.  
 
''DEVELOPED'' means erected, placed, relocated, altered, repaired or replaced. 
 
''DEVELOPMENT'' means a development as defined under the Community 
Planning Act. 
 
''DRIVEWAY'' means a strip of land between a public street and a property 
where vehicles are operated or allowed to stand, and intended and used to 
provide access and egress for vehicles to a definite area of the property, such as 
a parking area, a building or structure.  
 
''DWELLING'' means a building or portion thereof, containing one or more 
dwelling units, and designed or used for permanent human habitation. For the 
purposes of this By-law, a dwelling shall not include the followings housing types: 

(a) mini-home; 

(b) mobile-home; 

(c) Community Placement Residential Facility; 

(d) shelter for women and/or children; 

(e) nursing home; 

(f) cottage; or 

(g) recreational vehicle. 
 
''DWELLING, MULTIPLE UNIT'' OR ''MULTIPLE-UNIT DWELLING'' means a 
detached building containing three or more dwelling units.  
 
''DWELLING, ONE-UNIT '' OR ''ONE-UNIT DWELLING'' means a detached 
building containing one dwelling unit and that could also contain a secondary 
apartment. 
 
''DWELLING, SEMI-DETACHED'' OR ''SEMI-DETACHED DWELLING'' means 
a building that is divided vertically by a common wall into two dwelling units side 
by side, under one roof, and each of which has a separate entrance from the 
front yard. 
 
''DWELLING, TOWNHOUSE'' OR ''TOWNHOUSE DWELLING'' means a 
building that is divided vertically by a common wall into three or more dwelling 
units, each of which has a separate entrance from the front yard. 
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''DWELLING, TWO-UNIT'' OR ''TWO-UNIT DWELLING'' means a detached 
building containing two dwelling units.  
 
''DWELLING UNIT'' means one or more room connected together that constitute 
a separate, independent housekeeping establishment with independent toilets, 
cooking and sleeping facilities provided for the exclusive use of the residents. A 
dwelling unit shall not be occupied by more than one (1) household. For the 
purposes of this By-law, a dwelling unit shall not include the following housing 
types: 

(a) mini-home; 

(b) mobile-home; 

(c) Community Placement Residential Facility; 

(d) shelter for women and/or children; 

(e) nursing home; 

(f) cottage; or 

(g) recreational vehicle. 
 

-E- 
 
''EQUESTRIAN CENTRE'' means the use of lands, buildings and structures for 
the boarding and breeding of horses, the training of horses and riders, and the 
staging of equestrian events, but does not include the racing of horses.  
 
''ERECT'' means built, construct, reconstruct, alter, relocate from another lot and 
relocate on the same lot, and without limiting the generality of the foregoing shall 
be taken to include any preliminary physical operation such as excavating, 
grading, piling, cribbing, filling or draining, structurally altering any existing 
building or structure by an addition, deletion, enlargement or extension. The 
words erected or erection shall have the corresponding meanings. 
 
‘’EXOTIC CABARET’’ means an establishment which features topless and/or 
bottomless dancers, exotic dancers, strippers, or similar entertainers and where 
the sale of beer, wine or intoxicating liquor for consumption on the premises may 
or may not be permitted. 
 

-F- 
 
''FACADE'' means the exterior wall of a building or structure that is exposed to 
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public view or that wall viewed by persons not within the building. 
 
''FARM'' means a parcel of land on which agricultural use is the predominant 
activity.  
 
''FENCE'' means an artificially constructed barrier erected to enclose or screen 
areas of land. A fence is usually made of wood, steel, vinyl, chain link and wires 
supported by posts. A fence made up of wires shall have a minimum of 3 rows of 
wires attached vertically along the posts spaced not more than 2 metres.  
 
 ''FLOOR AREA'' means the total floor area of all storeys contained within the 
exterior faces of the exterior walls of a building, but excluding any private garage, 
carport, porch, veranda, breezeway, sunroom, unfinished attic, basement, cellar 
or other room(s) not habitable at all season of the year.  
 
''FLOOR AREA, GROSS'' OR ''GROSS FLOOR AREA'' means the total floor 
area in a main building, excluding the area used for mechanical room, stairwells, 
garbage room, electrical room, elevators and parking.  
 
''FLOOR AREA, GROUND'' OR ''GROUND FLOOR AREA'' means the 
maximum ground floor area of a building measured by the outside walls, 
excluding in the case of a dwelling, any private garage, carport, porch, veranda, 
breezeway, sunroom or other room(s) not habitable at all season of the year.  
 
‘’FORESTRY USE’’ means the general raising and harvesting of wood and 
without limiting the generality of the foregoing shall include the raising, splitting, 
cutting and storage of fuel wood, pulp wood, lumber and Christmas trees, but 
shall not include sawmills, nor it shall include the manufacturing or processing of 
wood or forest products.  
 
''FREIGHT CONTAINER'' means an article of transport equipment that is of a 
permanent character and accordingly strong enough to be suitable for repeated 
use in a system of intermodal cargo transport such as container ship, freight train 
wagons and trucks. Freight containers are specially designed to facilitate the 
transport of goods without intermediate reloading. They are also designed to be 
secured and/or readily handled and have fittings for these purposes. 
 

-G- 
 

''GARAGE, ATTACHED'' OR ''ATTACHED GARAGE'' means a private garage 
accessory to a dwelling on the same lot and attached thereto by a common wall 
and/or common roof structure. For the purpose of determining setbacks 
requirements from any lot line, an attached garage will be considered part of the 
main building. Also, a wall or roof between a house and attached garage is 
considered to be common as long as a minimum of forty percent (40%) of the 
length of the garage wall or roof is common with the dwelling wall or roof.  
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''GARAGE, PRIVATE'' OR ''PRIVATE GARAGE'' means a portion of a dwelling 
which is designed or used for the sheltering of private motor vehicle and storage 
of household equipment incidental to the residential occupancy and which is fully 
enclosed and roofed and excludes a carport or other open shelter.  
 
''GARAGE, PUBLIC'' OR ''PUBLIC GARAGE'' means a building used for the 
commercial repair, servicing or storage of motor vehicles, including painting and 
body shop.  
 
''GARAGE SALE'' OR ''YARD SALE'' means the sale of personal property 
which is conducted on premises within a residential zone upon which is located a 
dwelling.  
 
''GARDEN CENTRE'' means the use of lands, building or structures or part 
thereof for the purpose of buying or selling lawn and garden equipment, 
furnishing and supplies.  
 
''GARDEN SUITE'' means an additional single dwelling unit that is one storey, 
free standing, temporary, portable, containing bathroom and cooking facilities 
and is equipped for year round occupancy. A garden Suite shall not include a 
mobile home, a recreational vehicle or any other trailer. A garden suite shall only 
be occupied by: 

(a) the parents or grandparents of the owner, 

(b) a child of the owner, including the spouse and dependent children, 

(c) a sister or brother of the owner, including the spouse and 
dependent children, or 

(d) a person who is employed on a full-time basis to provide personal 
care services to a member or members of the family of the owner, 
including the spouse and dependent children of the person so 
employed. 

 
''GLARE'' means a sensation of brightness within the visual field that causes 
annoyances, discomfort or loss in visual performance and visibility.  
 
''GROSS LEASABLE AREA (GLA)'' means the total floor area of a building 
including basements, mezzanines and upper floors, but excludes commons 
areas such as public walkways, public toilets, truck and service facilities and joint 
service facilities. 
 

-H- 
 
''HEIGHT'' means, in reference to a building or structure, the vertical distance 
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between the average ground elevation around the perimeter of the building or 
structure and the highest point of the building or structure, exclusive of any 
accessory roof construction such as chimney, steeple or antenna.  
 
''HIGH WATER MARK, ORDINARY'' OR ''ORDINARY HIGH WATER MARK'' 
means the mark made by the action of water under natural conditions at the 
shore or bank of watercourse or waterbody which action has been so common 
and usual that it has created a difference between the character of the vegetation 
or soil on one side of the mark and the character of vegetation and soil on the 
other side of the mark.  
 
''HIGHER HIGH WATER LARGE TIDE'' means the demarcation line between 
Zone A and Zone B as defined in the document entitled ''A Coastal Areas 
Protection Policy for New Brunswick'' published by the Department of 
Environment and Local Government.  
 
''HOME BUSINESS'' means a secondary use on a lot that contains a one-unit 
dwelling, which use entail an office in the premises for purposes of performing 
work at other locations; 
 
''HOME OCCUPATION'' means an occupation, trade, profession or craft carried 
on by the occupant of a residential building as a secondary use that is clearly 
subordinate and incidental to the main residential use of the property, and which 
does not change the character, thereof or have any exterior evidence of such 
secondary use other than a small sign not exceeding a size prescribed by the 
zoning by-law. 
 
''HOUSEHOLD'' means a person living alone, or any of the following groups 
living together as a single non-profit housekeeping unit sharing common living, 
sleeping, cooking and eating facilities: 

(a) any number of people related by blood, marriage, adoption, 
guardianship or other duly-authorized custodial relationship; 

(b) two (2) unrelated people; or 

(c) two unrelated people and any children related to either of them. 
 

-I- 
 
''IMPOUND YARD'' means a place to which disabled motor vehicles, and motor 
vehicles or other mobile equipment impounded for a breach of the law, may be 
taken or towed and stored temporarily until reclaimed, but does not include an 
automobile service station, gas bar, public garage, junk yard, salvage or wrecking 
yard.  
 
''IN LAW-SUITE'' means a separate housekeeping unit, complete with its own 
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sleeping, cooking and sanitary facilities, which is contained within the structure of 
a one-unit dwelling, but functions as a separate unit.  An In Law-Suite shall only 
be occupied by: 

(a) the parents or grandparents of the owner, 

(b) a child of the owner, including the spouse and dependent children, 

(c) a sister or brother of the owner, including the spouse and 
dependent children, or 

(d) a person who is employed on a full-time basis to provide personal 
care services to a member or members of the family of the owner, 
including the spouse and dependent children of the person so 
employed. 

 
''INDUSTRIAL MALL'' means a building or group of buildings held in a single 
ownership or by participants in a condominium corporation or cooperative and 
divided into units for separate occupancy by different industrial uses for which 
common loading and parking facilities and other common services nay be 
provided.  
 
‘’INSTITUTIONAL USE’’ means the use of land, buildings or structures for a 
public or non-profit purpose and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, 
may include such uses as schools, places of worship, indoor recreation facilities, 
community centres, public hospitals and government buildings or structures.  
 

-J- 
 

''JUNK YARD'' means the use of land, building or structure for the 
abandonment, collection, demolition, dismantlement, keeping, storage, bailment, 
salvage or sale of used, discarded, worn out or scrapped machinery, vehicle, 
vehicle parts, metal, chains, pipes, waste paper, rags, enamelware, furniture, 
bottles, cans, rope, or other scrap or discarded materials.  
 

-K- 
 
‘’KENNEL’’ means the use of land, building or structure where five or more dogs, 
not including dogs under six months of age, are boarded, bred and trained in 
return for remuneration. Such establishments may include incidental grooming or 
sale of pet supplies.  
 

-L- 
 
''LANDING'' means a platform with or without a roof and extending horizontally 
from the wall of a building no more than 1,80 metres, adjacent to a door and 
providing direct access to the ground or a stair.  
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''LANDSCAPING'' means any combination of trees, shrubs, flowers, grass or 
other horticultural elements, decorative stonework, paving, screening or other 
architectural elements, all of which are designed to enhance the visual amenity of 
a property and/or to provide a screen to mitigate any objectionable aspects that 
may detrimentally affect adjacent land.  
 
''LIQUOR LICENSED ESTABLISHMENT''  means any building, structure or 
premises licensed under the  Liquor Control Act  and without limiting the 
generality of the foregoing, may include such uses as bars, taverns, 
discotheques, reception halls, restaurants, but definitely excludes exotic cabaret. 
 
''LOT'' means a parcel or contiguous parcels of land in one ownership and used 
or intended to be used as the site for a same development in the zone where 
such development is a permitted use and at condition that it has sufficient size to 
meet minimum zoning requirements for use, coverage, and lot area, and to 
provide such yard and other open space as are herein required.  
 
''LOT AREA'' means the total horizontal area within the lot lines, excluding the 
horizontal area of such lot usually covered by water or marsh, or beyond the rim 
of a river bank or watercourse, or between the top and toe of the cliffs or 
embankment having a slope of thirty (30) degrees or more from the horizontal.  
 
''LOT, CORNER'' OR ''CORNER LOT'' means a lot abutting two or more streets 
at their intersection. The street used for the determination of the civic address is 
deemed to be the primary street. The other street or streets shall be considered a 
secondary street. 
 
''LOT DEPTH'' means the horizontal distance between the front lot line and the 
rear lot line. Where these lines are not parallel, it shall be the length of a line 
joining the mid-points of the front lot line and the rear lot line.  
 
''LOT LINE'' means a line dividing one lot from another or from a street or 
access.  
 
''LOT LINE, FRONT'' OR ''FRONT LOT LINE'' means the lot line separating the 
lot from a street and extending along the street right-of-way.  
 
''LOT LINE, REAR'' OF ''REAR LOT LINE'' means the lot line opposite and most 
distant from the front lot line and extending along the rear of the lot. 
 
''LOT LINE, SIDE'' OR ''SIDE LOT LINE'' means a lot line extending from the 
front lot line and the rear lot line.  
 
''LOT WIDTH'' means 

(a) where the side lot lines are parallel, the distance between the side 

Rural Plan of the Village of Belledune 103 



lot lines as measured across the lot along a line drawn at right 
angles to the side lot lines; or 

(b) where the side lot lines are not parallel, the distance between the 
side lot lines as measured across the lot along a line drawn 

- parallel to a line joining the points at which the side lot lines 
intersect the limits of the abutting street, and 

- through the point at which the line of minimum setback 
required by this By-law intersects a line drawn perpendicular 
to and through the mid-point of the line referred to the 
subparagraph above. 

 
 
 

-M- 
 
''MAIN BUILDING'' means a building which: 

(a) occupies the major or central portion of a lot, 

(b) is the chief or main building on a lot, or 

(c) constitutes, by reason of its use, the primary purpose for which the 
lot is used. 

 
''MEZZANINE'' means an intermediate level between the floor and ceiling of any 
story and covering less than 33% of the floor area immediately beneath.  
 
''MINI HOME'' means a factory built detached structural unit designed to be and 
capable of being transported after fabrication on a flatbed truck, suitable for year-
round living, and arriving at the site ready for occupancy apart from incidental 
operations such as foundation support and connections to utilities. In comparison 
with a modular home that contains two or more sections that are assembled on 
site, a mini home contains one single module, the width of which does not 
exceed six metres. As used herein, a mini home shall not include a recreational 
vehicle, nor shall it include a mobile home. A mini home shall have a wood frame, 
a pitch roof, vinyl siding and shall be installed permanently on a cement 
foundation.  
 
''MINI HOME PARK'' means a lot under single management, for the placement 
of two or more mini homes. 
 
''MINI HOME SITE'' means a space of land within a Mini Home Park or in the 
zones where such use is permitted that is or is intended to be occupied by one 
(1) mini home, and such sites shall be clearly delineated by permanent markers 
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or other suitable means 
 
''MINI-STORAGE WAREHOUSE'' means a building containing separate, 
individual self-storage units divided from the floor to the ceiling by a wall with an 
independent entrance from the exterior of the building, designed to be rented or 
leased on a short-term basis to the general public for private storage of 
household items.   
 
''MOBILE HOME'' means a factory built, detached structural unit designed to be 
and capable of being transported after fabrication on its own chassis and wheel 
system, suitable for year-round living, and arriving at the site ready for occupancy 
apart from incidental operations such as location or foundation support and 
connections to utilities. As used herein, a mobile home shall not include a 
recreational vehicle, nor shall it include a mini home. 
 
''MOBILE HOME PARK'' means a lot under single management, for the 
placement of two or more mobile homes. 
 
''MOBILE HOME SITE'' means a space of land within a mobile home park that is 
or is intended to be occupied by one (1) mobile home, and such sites shall be 
clearly delineated by permanent markers or other suitable means.  
 
''MOTEL'' means an tourist establishment consisting of a group of attached or 
detached living and sleeping accommodations designed for use by the transient 
tourists, with parking space on the lot for each lodging unit, and with access to 
each such unit directly from the outside.  
 
''MOTOR SPORTS EVENT'' means an event, the duration of which is temporary 
in nature, associated but not limited to the following vehicles: motocross, 
motorcycles, cars, race cars, snowmobiles, speed boats, regatta, mud race, 
tractor pull. For the purpose of this definition, a public event must gather more 
than 100 persons at one time or be capable of producing a noise level exceeding 
60 dB measured at the source. 
 
''MOTOR VEHICLE'' means an automobile, truck, motorcycle, recreational 
vehicle and any other vehicle propelled or driven otherwise than by muscular 
power. 
 
''MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERSHIP'' means a lot, building or structure where a 
dealer displays motor vehicles for sale or rent and in conjunction with which there 
may be a public garage, a motor vehicle service station or a motor vehicle body 
shop.  
 
'’MUNICIPALITY’’ means the Village of Belledune, a municipal corporation duly 
incorporated under the Municipalities Act, Chapter M-22. 
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-N- 
 
''NURSING HOME'' means a group home as defined in the Nursing Home Act, 
Chapter N-11 of the Province of New-Brunswick, and licensed by the Department 
of Family and Community Services.  

-O- 
 

''OUTSIDE STORAGE'' means the storage of equipment, goods, chattels, raw or 
processed materials outside of any building or structure. For the purpose of this 
by-law the overnight parking of motor vehicles shall not be deemed to be outside 
storage.  
 
 

-P- 
 
''PARK'' means an area permanently devoted to peaceful recreational uses and 
generally characterized by its natural, historic or landscaped features. 
 
''PARKING, OFF-STREET'' OR ''OFF-STREET PARKING'' means a storage 
area for a motor vehicle that is located within a parking area which is not located 
on a public street right-of-way.  
 
''PATIO'' means a platform without a roof, the floor of which is not more than 1,5 
metres above finished grade, with or without direct access to the ground, which is 
designed and intended for use as a sundeck but shall not include a landing or 
stair. A patio shall only be permitted to abut the back and /or the side wall of a 
building. A patio is not permitted to encroach in the front yard of the building 
unless it meets the standards required for a landing.  
 
''PET ANIMAL'' means a domestic animal that has commonly been kept as a pet 
in family households in Canada, such as dogs, cats, guinea pigs, rabbits, and 
hamsters. This term excludes exotic animals, wilds animals and farms animals 
such as cattle, sheep, horses, pigs, cows and bees. 
 
‘’PLANNING COMMISSION’’ means the Belledune District Planning 
Commission  
 
''PLAYGROUND'' means an area or landscaped open space equipped with 
children's equipment such as slides, swigs or wading pools.  
 
''POOL'' means a swimming pool.  
 
''PORCH'' means a roofed, open gallery attached to the exterior of a building.  
 
''PREMISES'' means a general term meaning part or all of any lot or part or all of 
any building or structure or group of buildings or structures located thereon.  
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''PROVINCE'' means the Government of the Province of New Brunswick, its 
departments and agencies. 
 
''PUBLIC EVENT'' means an event, the duration of which is temporary in nature 
such as: an exhibition, a fair, a carnival, a circus, a music concert, a religious or 
cultural gathering and a sporting event. For the purpose of this By-law, motor 
sports events are defined separately. For the purpose of this definition, a public 
event must gather more than 100 persons at one time or be capable of producing 
a noise level exceeding 60 dB measured at the source. 
 
''PUBLIC OPEN SPACE'' means an area permanently devoted to peaceful 
recreational uses and generally characterized by its natural, historic or 
landscaped features. 
 
''PUBLIC STREET'' means a road or a street that receive year-round services 
from the Village of Belledune and/or the Province and that is designated as a 
Municipal Public Street on the Map entitled Road Designation Map of the Village 
of Belledune and included in Annex C. 
 
 

-Q- 
 

''QUARRY'' means a place where consolidated rock has been or is being 
excavated, removed, processed, crushed and stockpiled by means to supply 
material for construction, industrial or manufacturing purposes.  

 
-R- 

 
''RECREATIONAL VEHICLES'' means a vehicle that shall be licensed pursuant 
to the Motor Vehicle Act, not wider than 2.6 metres, which provides sleeping and 
other facilities for short period of time while travelling or vacationing, designed to 
be towed behind a motor vehicle or self-propelled. The term recreational vehicle 
includes such vehicle commonly known as travel trailer, camper trailer, pick-up 
camper, motorized camper, motorized home or motor home, tent trailer and 
camper. 
 
''RECYCLING CENTRE'' means the use of land, building or structure where 
used material is separated and processed prior to shipment to others who will 
use those materials to manufacture new products.  
 
''RENTAL CABIN OR RENTAL COTTAGE'' means a tourist establishment 
designed to accommodate one household in a detached building.  
 
''RESORT CENTER'' means a tourist establishment that provide meals and 
sleeping accommodation throughout all or part of the year and that furnishes 
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equipment, supplies or services to persons in connection with angling, hunting, 
camping, vacationing or recreational purposes. A resort center may include a 
separate building or a complex containing two or more resort units, designed or 
intended to be used by only one household as a single, independent and 
separate accommodation,  

(a) in which food preparation and sanitary facilities are provided for the 
exclusive use of such household; 

(b) which is part of a rental or lease management program; 

(c) in which the maximum habitation per household is restricted to 120 
days per year; and 

(d) which has been developed to provide accommodation for gain or 
profit. 

-S- 
 
''SALVAGE OR WRECKING YARD'' means land, building or structure where  

(a) motor vehicles and parts are wrecked, disassembled, repaired 
and/or resold, 

(b) wasted, used or second-hand product, paper, rag, bottles, tires, 
metal or other scrap material or salvage are bought, sold, 
exchanged, baled, packed, dissembled or handled, or 

(c) used lumber and used building materials are stored for sale or 
resale.  

 
''SCRAP YARD'' means the use of land, building or structure, or part thereof, for 
the storage of goods and materials which are used, worn out, cast or discarded. 
These goods and materials are stored for the purpose of reclamation, recycling, 
reuse, reprocess and/or manufacture again. 
 
''SCREENING'' means a continuous fence, wall, compact evergreen hedge or 
combination thereof, supplemented with landscape planting that would effectively 
screen the property which it encloses, and is broken only by access drives and 
walks.  
 
''SECONDARY STREET'':  see Corner lot.  
 
''SERVICE SHOP'' means a building used for the sale, repair or servicing of 
household articles.  
 
''SERVICE STATION'' means the use of land, building or structure for the 
servicing and repairing of motor vehicles and for the sale of fuel, oils and 
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